NEWSLETTER NO 2
JULY 2018
Hi Everyone,
Ladybikes has passed another milestone in empowering Young African Women to become
Boda Boda (motorbike) riders (enabling them to have employment in the taxi industry).

Awendo Team

Our first group of girls

I have just returned from 7 weeks in Africa and was able to achieve most of my goals.
This included;
1.
2.
3.
4.

Registering the Company name in Uganda
Registering the Company name in Rwanda
Purchasing two motor bikes and one bicycle
Establishing the first training program of 6 women at the Rinya Academy school
facilities Awendo – Western Kenya on 23rd June 2018
5. Meeting with 5 Rotary Clubs Kigali (Rwanda) Kakemega, Bungoma, Nakuru, and
Nairobi (Kenya)
6. Finalising the insurance personal accident for the women with AON.
7. Putting in process the 2nd training program at Mission in Action at Nakuru. Hopefully
up and running within the next month.
8. Changed some aspects of the training program to suit local conditions and
requirements.
9. Registering the logo and trademark in East Africa.
10. Meeting with World Vision Executives in Kenya and Rwanda – with the idea of
running the training program in some rural areas where they have women’s projects.
11. Negotiating with a national training organisation (with excellent underutilised
facilities, large grounds - ideal for learning to ride a motor bike off public roads,
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trained staff and 24 hours security and storage for motorbike /s). The main problem
is that they are ever so slow in doing business and decision making.
12. Started negotiations with a large National Banking organisation in Kenya to employ
our women / girls who have successfully completed the ladybikes training program as
courier riders. No point in training unless they have the opportunity for employment
or self-employment.
13. We now have a PO Box Number in Nairobi and Kampala.

Rwanda Virunga Rotary President

Kakamega Rotary Club

The unexpected outcome of my trip;
I came across a Children’s fiction book by chance in a bookshop in Kampala about a
young African girl who wanted to become a boda boda rider but encountered many
obstacles from family and community members but in the end achieved her desire. This
led me to connecting up with the American Author (lived in Uganda for many years). His
name is Paul Sutherland. Paul has written many children’s books and I am delighted that
he has agreed to add the name Ladybikes into one of his latest books called “Amani”. Or
at least write a shorter version with Ladybikes. It is about a young African girl who wants
to be a boda boda rider. BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED AND WELL WRITTEN. In fact, it is
perfect for promoting ladybikes for young African
girls. In summary a delightfully funny kids book with a
serious message. Paul has offered to sell his books to
me at cost price through two distributors in Africa
SMARTTO and ENJUBA. Reason being, he has become
very supportive in what we are doing with Ladybikes.
I will also be distributing this book and others to as
Amani - The Boda-Boda Rider by
Paul Sutherland
many schools I can afford to in East Africa.
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Another aspect I discovered is that in Rwanda
the motorbike taxis are not called Boda-bodas
but “Mottos”. Unlike Kenya and Uganda, in
Rwanda riders can only carry ONE passenger,
both rider and passenger MUST were helmets
and the riders MUST have a riders licence.
Consequences of NOT obeying these rules – the
bike is confiscated by the police. I can only
assume a heavy fine or not returned. How very
different from Uganda and Kenya where almost
anything goes.

"Motto" rider in Kigali

One disappointing aspect of my trip was that I contracted malaria – first time in 8 visits.
Fortunately, I was staying with a medical Doctor in Kampala at the time.
It has not been easy to establish Ladybikes in Africa. As many will know, working in Africa is
not easy to get things done quickly or within a reasonable western time frame. There has
been many challenges and disappointments and I am now at peace that we have actually
started the training program. So special thanks to those who have donated money and to
my wife for releasing me to do this work.
I have currently three Rotary Organisations wanting to run the ladybikes training program
and each fortnight receive at least one inquiry about operating the training program in their
village.

Uganda director and his family

Rotary Bungoma
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Virunga Rotary Club Kigali Rwanda

Female Motto Rider Rwanda
Our Trainees at Awendo Kenya

ALL I NEED NOW IS FINANCIAL DONATIONS FOR MORE TRAINING PROGRAMS

“Please join us in changing the lives of young disadvantaged African women”

Go to our website www.ladybikes.org
All directors are volunteers and receive no numeration for salaries or travel costs.

